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Welcome back!
Welcome back to our Safeguarding Newsletter, we hope you found last term’s update useful and
informative. As you already know, safeguarding is at the heart of all we do here at Witham St Hughs
Academy and many of the everyday routines and the ethos of the Academy underpin the importance of
keeping children safe. School assemblies, the tolerance curriculum, playtimes, our life skills
curriculum as well as the ongoing pastoral support the Academy offers all work together to ensure our
children understand how to keep themselves safe. This multi-faceted approach to safeguarding ensures
that the Academy is proactive in terms of keeping children safe.

Focus on: Knives
Know
Find out about the law. Before talking to your child about knives, you might want
to consider the following points: It is illegal to carry any knife if there is intent to use it, even
defensively, as a weapon. Carrying a knife could mean being arrested, going to court and ending up
with a criminal record or even a prison sentence. Children can be given a criminal record from age 10.
Talk
Have a chat with your child and see what they think about carrying a knife - you may have seen
something in the news about knife crime that you could discuss. This can be a tricky conversation,
your child may be scared or unwilling to talk about this but it is never a bad thing to talk and it’s
important to be clear that your child does have a choice, even when they think they may not. Think
about raising these points with your child, by carrying a knife you: Have a false sense of security;
could be arming your attacker, increasing the risk of getting stabbed or injured; are breaking the law.
Work Together
You’re not alone! Have a chat to your child’s friends’ parents. If you’re worried, they probably are too
and it’s always good to talk about these things. Other parents may see your child when you don’t and
you see their child – by working together you can keep a better eye on their behaviour.

Who can help?

Useful phone numbers

Every school has a ‘Designated Safeguarding

Social Services: 01522 782111

Lead’. At Witham St Hughs Academy, this is

ChildLine: 0800 1111

Mrs

Lincolnshire Prevent Team: 020 7340 7264

Griffiths

and

Mrs

Broadley.

Our

Safeguarding governor is Mrs Trisha Wells.

Young Carers Helpline: 01522 553275
NSPCC whistle blowing helpline: 08088 005000

If you have any concerns in relation to

FGM helpline: 08000 283550

safeguarding, please feel free to speak to Mrs

Samaritans: 01522 528282

Griffiths or Mrs Broadley at any time.

Family Services Directory: 0800 195 1635
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Online Safety Update
We all know that choosing the games and apps our

children access can be a minefield of conflicting

information and advice. We wanted to share a great website for parents to use to support this decision
making. www.commonsensemedia.org helps parents make informed choices about the media content
their children consume. The website provides reviews of games and apps giving information on legal
age limit, parental advice, children and parent’s reviews and ratings across a wide range of categories

including: ‘Educational Value’, ‘Language’, ‘Violence’, ‘Consumerism’ and ‘Positive Role Models’
amongst many more. We hope that this website will serve as a useful platform to both research games
and apps your child may want to access as well as open up conversations about the age-appropriate
content of some games that younger children may wish to play.

